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Bonjour Lucy Bee 
ACTIVITIES

G E T   W R I T I N G !

1.  FAMILY TREE

It’s fun to know where you fit in your wider family.  Draw up a family tree to include your sisters and 
brothers, your parents, cousins, aunts and uncles, and grandparents.  Can you go back as far as 
your great-grandparents, or even further back?  As an example, here is Lucy Bee’s family tree.
(see page 6 of the sample chapter)

2. WRITING AN ADVENTURE

Have you ever been in a really dangerous predicament with a friend?  Did you work together to 
try to get yourselves out of the peril you were in?  Or was it left to just one of you to find a way 
through?  Write down what happened, step by step, and how it all ended.  OR:  Imagine yourself in 
a highly hazardous situation and what you did about it.  Here is an example where Lucy and Sylvie 
were tested to the extreme. (Pages 188-189)

Great-great-great-grand-mère Marguerite Great-great-great-grand-père Henri

Lucy and Sylvie's Family Tree

Great-great-grand-mère Jacqueline Great-great-grand-père Edouard

Great-grandfather 
Thomas

Great-grandma
Margaret (Gamma)

Great-great-tante
Elisabeth

Great-great-oncle
Edgar

Great-great-oncle
Philippe

Nanna
Kate

Grandpa
Ken

Great-aunt
Roz

Grand-oncle
Hugo

Grand-tante
Adele

Grand-mère
Helena

Grand-père
Hercule

Aunty
Fiona

Sarah
(Mum)

Philip
(Dad)

Tante
Margaux

Oncle
Jacques

Oncle
Aubrey

Tante
Elise

Oncle
René

Tante
Laure

Lucy Bee Chantal Theo Celeste SylvieJean-Luc
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3. WRITING ABOUT AN UNFAMILIAR PLACE

(a)  When you visit a place for the first time, everything seems new and fresh, more vivid. 
 Think of a time when you visited a country or town where things are very different from where 

you live.  
 Write down your first impressions.  What was different and what was the same?  Describe this 

place, focussing on the main things that stood out for you.  Read Lucy’s first impressions of the 
village in France where she is staying. (pages 18-19)
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(b)  Lucy is trying hard to learn French but is frequently confused about what is being said. And 
often the French people cannot understand her.  Look at this example on page 60.  

 If you have been in a situation where the people speak another language, how did you man-
age?  Explain the challenges you faced, trying to understand and/or speak the language.  
Were there any awkward or embarrassing moments, worrying times, funny encounters, or 
successes? Try and turn your experience into a story with a beginning, a middle and an end.
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4.  PERSONAL WRITING

In Bonjour Lucy Bee, Qasim and Lucy come from very different backgrounds (see pages 50-51). 
Do you have a friend or classmate that comes from another country or place in New Zealand?  
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• Write down how you first met.  
• Describe how you felt about this person initially.  
• Outline some of the things you have talked about or done together that have helped you to get 

to know each other better.  
• Give some examples of what you have learnt from this friend and what you been able to teach 

them. 
• Finish by summarising how you feel about this friend now that you have known them for a 

while.  

Do you have a journal? Why not try writing a journal of your activies during these weeks until 
school starts again?


